Solitary localised hypertrophic neuropathy of the cauda equina.
Localised hypertrophic neuropathy (LHN) is an uncommon non-neoplastic lesion, which is rare in the central nervous system. We report a patient with LHN of the cauda equina. Pre-operatively these lesions cannot be differentiated from schwannoma or other benign tumours or expansions of the nerve roots. Treatment is generally surgical, largely to confirm the diagnosis, and examination of the surgical specimen reveals an expansion of the nerve by "onion bulb" whorls of Schwann cells (S-100 positive). Multiple lesions may be associated with the generalised diffuse hypertrophic neuropathies or chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathies. It should be differentiated from intraneural perineuroma, which has a similar appearance but comprises perineural cells (epithelial membrane antigen positive). Adjuvant therapy is not required.